Orientation Guide
to Canadian Schools

This guide was originally developed for the second
booklet in this series: Working with South Sudanese
Immigrant Students —Teacher Resources, written by
Athieng Riak, Abiel Kon, Maryanne MacDonald, Elaine
Lou and Lynn Smarsh. Karen parents working on this
resource were so impressed with it that they asked that
it be translated into Karen and included in this resource
booklet as well. One of the writers, Ku Ku, translated
the guide, and Gay Poe Hai transcribed the script for
printing. Karen parents may take the resource to parent-
teacher interviews as an aide.

This is just one tool to assist schools and Karen
families in better understanding and communicating
with each other.

How to use this guide

Consider having this guide available when the student
initially comes to register at the school. It may be
housed in the general office or in the student services
area. District intake centres should also have copies since
parents will usually be accompanied by a settlement
worker or interpreter when they visit that centre.

The various points in the guide should be discussed
collaboratively, and parents and their children should
have the opportunity to ask questions. Parents should
receive a copy to take home for future reference.

This guide could be adapted for use with immigrant
families of other cultural backgrounds. If you wish
to create your own guide, please keep in mind the
following points:

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

e Remember to involve members of the cultural
community in the guide’s creation.

* Use plain language. This means avoiding educational
jargon, explaining abbreviations and using short
sentences and the active voice.

s Use appropriate illustrations to further explain each
point.
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School/Home Communication

03/ usHonidiofondad

Homework

¢ Students use an agenda to write down their o B8opdasBonio:§p(clapde)conmapicdiord
homework. Please check the agenda to see odfercommpedgpeduooiqood
their assignments. 208:58220350):8588:500095p0led g5 D

e Ifyou can’t help your child with wogrondpgpooayl.
homework, check to see if the school has a o sonsdousdodiegionapondaraydpslcnnondudp
homework club. olerna005500006909)B 5035 dD § PO

e Some communities provide homework * qooongioo§ooaquondgiadpodpoeh
clubs as well. dbotermeigiod:gdcdu

Letters/Phones Call from School

You might hear from the school when Sordeorfordonadgnd-
e there are important forms for you to sign. ¢ soompdicdighicofoos)eqEBamcis3Porofeoicd.
e they have concerns about your child. o ©dppBBorinpBpoosioioaslsleds.
e your child is absent at school, and the office o $8odcfnplifumdisrondongiogsoroysadord
hasn’t heard from you. conni§oddip.
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Delivery of Learning

o Students DON’T always get a textbook for

every subject.

Students keep assigned textbooks for the
school year.

They MUST return textbooks at the end of
the year in good condition. If they do not,
they will have to pay for the textbook.

. r§Smwﬁoog:§50580:m1m591c3c68c73:3;5&:@85:7)5.
. cﬁgmoﬁmwﬁgﬁo'ﬁo:cm@mmﬁel(\%b:xpﬁoo@ﬁcm;,ﬁ

oNerc8z8igdadu

209 B NSRS meloncsSeionsd
wﬁcﬁ:wﬁﬂé$§mooﬁ§§c&.9m9‘im§oo3,©bogﬁ
mmﬁc@:qm1c680:@b§§@35§lsc&.

Other Learning Tools

o Students use binders to organize learning
materials and carry them into the classroom.

Students are encouraged to organize their
binders regularly.

While a computer at home is very helpful to
your child’s learning, they DON’T have to
have a personal laptop or other devices such
as an iPod or cellphone.

38006590 035(033(orcp3 ) cormapcdicosion
88:08:05 05105 c18: MBS BragodiengHdu.
@8030539c@ﬁs%ﬁbcmmooéoa&sacé%@m&mo%ﬁ&&ﬁ
S

$Teopu35ea85¢) cordelionianmmoy:a8585e:c0g8000d
wodiercded:zdicd,@mdapbo
@1:38§3:@$ﬁm®5@§b@(laptop) 000618:c8cmEeaeh
(iPod) gooef (cell phone) 6SND.
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Delivery of Learning

m58:§ﬁm1oo'ietc398‘i

Teaching Styles

g
e

_—
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o Students do not just memorize facts.

e Teachers encourage creative thinking and
questions.

e  Students often work in groups to complete
assignments and projects.

e Boys and girls work together and are treated
equally.

1858w ind

-

e
e

o B8onodormbeidcoeddigiosioiodiofioneddiond.

o 0§00 Bapbonebogdoniopgadd
BS0x1a8m858:00103031058:09 006D 5 cdr

o B38p50s5a8sieo0nBiosicuicemgidBimmd
91610050310’)3)'56163:005038@(039w@aq)mo§§§ogx.

o 356588:85518cnu5 1000800 ionqueBonadBionigh

oNeormd.

English Language Learning (ELL)

o ELL students need up to seven years to
become academically successful in English.

o Students may access additional, free ELL
help outside school in a public library or
community church.

o q’tmmamc\g:;bmos:oﬁs (ELL) cﬁgmoﬁmgﬁmo’fi
orfab@ﬁé$§m1mq108§mﬁelc333095080$§0@08§
0357):&1@mc6:@d§8003§§031.

o c§8m05m01c8§5@'108§mﬁm1 (ELL) 051085
ScozoncoBopieoBeiond,s3Sded cooricdicomésagion
(ﬂﬁ(\'}%ﬁ@:?:glmmoocﬁgapﬁmoﬁ§§c31.
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Parents in Canada

Family Time

Canadians value family time.
Families often have dinner together.

Parents spend time doing activities with their

children, at home and in the community.

qlbq?sﬁgoaof)o&\?ﬁoSguéﬁ&ﬁgmﬁao1more_ﬁ§§e:§§c&.
cﬁﬁgcﬁgmoﬁ@]@ﬁmﬁwqpﬁéfsoocrg:w']mﬁxgﬁwquﬁ.g,ﬁ
&

8ivtopbonedogdosisomaBicomup:nddicalapp
06d mw')ﬁcomg?c:c\)leoudwﬁc&.

Discipline at Home

Physical punishment is illegal at school and
at home.

Parents set limits at home, and children have
to take responsibility for their mistakes.

oAupboriodpdSeoneiontarsol §186:005 4P
0)10‘39591031065:01(395910995005031398:obo::n‘ls.
co1cﬁ§m1c38§oﬁa;$mo$mw$ogo$§
oiso1naBiB:058 0 o8 oS onwd 2 818:8095
65 mmbudgudslonteeorimedadisdadi
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Parents in Canada

nid8idoicondidgsizan

Family Responsibilities

Children are encouraged to share family
chores such as cleaning up rooms, lawn
mowing and snow shoveling.

It’s illegal to keep children at home to babysit
younger siblings on school days.

05‘,S8e>3839ﬁm']

. 8op§oocs§:cacSﬁ:ch:bommogowlonuéﬁcﬁ@ooﬁé:ooﬁm&@

glolmnmad, ooty 85 ermadcdios,oiog:§58:00i0p:
@Sﬁgﬁgapﬁmoﬁ@ﬁc&.
copme1p8ooedadSopianusbiagia¢isdionnbdoricdd
Beisraeannosigborgiosicuicadiderond.
8iotémcodageaslidSdedanmadbadaiund::3d
B58000b g8

Traditional vs Canadian

o daS

£ N

Canada is proud of its cultural diversity.

As a family, you can keep some important
family traditions, and learn some new
Canadian ways.

Successful immigrant children embrace
both their old and their new culture’s norms

and values.

C\?ﬁmﬁogaoicumg‘ib?d

S

35315505 mueromantcoeimcoiehdcdisdeporish
S

505§8e58mﬁ§@£:,§®:c»8§®§
888amyiccioqaog oo gBSoniopddionmdBieBucdds
35@@@:39%73:‘?&(31.
803'5(\31@(.63?:(3‘1'09:0%001@035@3;3

4003185010065 ¢1qLopHoned coreav3:
aoSooicoiodiand:aaadssleoBmogieacpdsdodi
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Gender Expectations

.................................................................

oriodSonigiainni8ondadedsl
Recreation oofer3opS§oos(0i8585c3503)

e  Girls and boys both have options to play all o 856588:85518095 0065008503 612:5288D
sports or take up any hobby. Boys and girls ¢T0L2200120:0e522885 ¢l o1dea00:63 532885 epcod a0
participate together. . .;uSC&.SS(??:83:85§']83;§ooo§ma>08:ooﬁm(ﬁw3§$c&.

e Team sports require separation of boys and o 0m¢18565885510005 32§85 8D 0od:0080x1c858D
girls as they get older. Boys’ size and strength S5 meoa65iccid1dd 850 SieBongidod:
requires this for safety. 3:005:7)58mﬁ&:@méﬁmm&%mﬁ%é]833$‘530?581§:@

oidiagdoslegSead8bgpodu

mﬁé:mﬁmwﬁm:wﬁoﬁaﬁﬁw:wﬁ

e Girls and boys are encouraged to take up o 85¢588:8551809500uB0niuphoosod
careers. This means delaying marriage. B52029588:8:0005:08585 8
e Careers are for both boys and girls. oféiosiernpaniodicpiedSooioged

Suosizsieedopgdeidoion:usHadd
ofeomoSicoosiopori§eadisdodi

. oaﬁcx?icgﬁgiSw:wqmﬁé:mﬁmmoﬁ:ﬁﬁbmﬁ%@ﬁ
82:85518095 0005 ca815D St

o B3lein85e5einiadsB:oni8osimndisaoddicors
opadia3igpcdu

. 90103085531';1854?58030?3@$§6‘1‘s§§@1§5é:88§'180005
co12085debAcdiad (post secondary education)
§pdu

¢ Both men and women hold positions of
authority.

o  Presently, more girls than boys attend
postsecondary education.
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Gender Expectations

mﬁoéfsoo‘i?‘imﬁc?%ooﬁo??ﬁé]

Girls and boys are encouraged to stay in
school and to achieve the highest level of
education possible.

Academic success, as well as homemaking
and child-raising skills, are important for
both girls and boys.

o:ﬁ6:c8013:@mﬁo?108f>03§m:m188?‘|3
88:85?]80005«385.

o 8355182:8565850c0B0niupbainySosleadaphEadinedd

m1(§§@apb@88$@a‘3:mcglosl5ogﬁw:mmﬁoaﬁmﬁoaﬁ
2pe0o3iceadmonigdadu
(ﬁ@mﬁcx‘)loSﬁowa@ﬁQl,o’)ﬁoS@wﬁq‘ﬁ
DnchiB:00iepi85a8580b moriogoriondorsd
959195095031@qgI‘,;bm188<f§83:88?]85(?03‘8@88?3‘5,&31.

Washrooms/Change Rooms

Girls and boys should use their own
washrooms and change rooms.

Most public washrooms and change rooms
will be marked with a sign or picture that

shows a man or a woman.

orun:a8i/ oxincdrondos ez

856588:85g18 0950065 (03n0p200 09 oo §imeizddosivn:
ogﬁg:mﬁmo.'nmcba):@c1:§§c&.
mgpicaosiva:cdiBosimnaiimdoniaasrodspodosier
$§0.)83310010’)50$‘I'S@m@ﬁoo?&c\m@'f:}583@90’)@5886#
gpcd
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School Discipline—It’s the Law

afonfogn-aadsSeioniadHonio3

Attendance

Girls and boys must attend school daily
until they are 17 years old.

School administration must report problems
with attendance to a special board.

Missing school can result in a large fine for
the parents for each day missed.

If your child can’t go to school, phone the
school.

856588:85g18095 006505 B3 Bt
é&:delm1@w:33§(og)$§m?§§c&.
rﬁmqwoﬁqwﬁﬂm:»f)o&fﬂogﬁmﬁgﬁngogﬁ
o:mf)mﬁw:&mﬁos;fxﬁQQQIwﬁﬁmﬁsW&lésﬁmiq.ﬁc&.

$8 08503 ¢Tonongz09Spsladonant

Fighting, bullying, smoking and skipping
school are considered serious.

Repeated or serious problems may result in
the student being suspended from school.

oofiepionBsloonSontodSonioBeoreadd

Nz Sc858:0p,00lengnergront, ot 858:0xi0p1cd0pd
0005005080%3sﬁl&:a@ﬁd)ﬁmeﬁc\m@gﬁ@5031.
ooiodEenginsizacnionmadiondoomadisd

oo 5a85dc038edsHodiong:a8moBisacis:d
008100081558
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School Discipline—It’s the Law

P orfoqp-22d§PeioniodHoniod

Illegal Activities

s 40 0877,,

////

Q/

¢ Drugs are illegal in Canada. Use of alcohol at school is illegal. If your child is using, selling or keeping
drugs, the police will be called. Parents will be called to meet with police at school.

e Illegal involvement with gangs (groups of people who move drugs or steal) will be dealt with at the
school by a police officer. Parents will be called immediately.

e Ifastudent is breaking the law, they will be suspended and possibly removed from the school.

e Ifastudent is fined, the parent is responsible to pay.

o:‘iua:oo‘ibtcm@m&obm

PREEEe s vd
lrs,
/s

//////

QY

&

. moSISqmﬁ:00950058:o)o:mm%bgﬁ@(&lwﬁ.ooﬁasab:mwﬁoo@ﬁooﬁ&:bo::nﬁ.§8@50ﬁ,ao'\90095883:m05§ﬁw§:§§
oAfno:onaBigd Suiviorsdosimnad:adigadinmnad c85a0:8:onoicnad §pcdu

. ooﬁewoﬁo@cSS:)o:ch;oN%:3)0:3:mobﬁqw?:mmxaggﬁoncﬁﬁmdﬂhmﬁqﬁ@b§§c\31(§.§ﬁc&.gﬁoﬁmoﬁmﬁmo&a&mdﬁc&?ﬁc&.

o BBoomgiermnedoriadSoriode 5,00l mcB eodiurc8ondioncdigongion:adSapdadiamad sdcdu

o BBoomonigiadiad:nSeiadis,ivionudegeaslBd5ocmmmBadidgdcdi.
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School Day Routines

Children carry their books in a backpack.
Children bring a healthy lunch and snacks
to school in their backpacks.

Parents should check the backpack for im-
portant papers and homework assignments

from school.

820500056385 3B cncodégneagiedi

82050005 (03103856 a018001a85 (0leB B oviea v Soxia3S
5953354 )B:001a8S onson(jpoegy)spa s cord dqpeag
§ocd.

8ioioned 31006208:0015 SgpecicsS ooy gdH
0005:53858:Lﬁﬁmﬁ@l&mﬁmmf)elém&mma ooﬁmiugf)

C81£1m1('§ § IS C\%I.

Movement in School

Grade K-6 students keep their backpacks

and coats in a coatroom in the classroom.

Grade K—6 students stay in one room most

of the day.

Grade 7-12 students have lockers for their
belongings.

Students go from room to room for

different classes. Teachers usually stay in one
classroom.

ooﬁud:ooﬁhmufﬁl

(§80:0850318w§o?103w{>031m0§
Bradogiagond8Sansgomesiqooieasdd
cooriarcdoBsgqedcd.

FBaoSonannychod 8oosSa3Scocdsrongbemqesled
ooopicoonsimcBigigdodu

§0R1aq00a5803105 80005 858205105628 [00959)
comodeaoi8oricdize§igdadu
(§8ooo§cblcowc%lmo&aqo:o&c\mcégooiemsc\gwgmggﬁ
.;’ﬁc&.(ﬁ wqﬁoooﬁa%qﬁcg Sbmw&m:mmzmﬁp‘?‘ﬁc&.
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School Day Routines

oo‘icmgléfﬁelcglbm508§c§?ﬁ§1@m1mosﬁ

Prepare for Class

Students are responsible to get to each class
on time.

Children come to school before school starts.
Students must come to class with their books
and homework ready.

If students don’t understand something, they
should ask the teacher for help. Teachers

want them to ask unStiOﬂS.

oindSmodicoionhe

o BBapbonebaagcldSdsdcmad
MaqcBiercogSeSmdeoindmasisdadu

o 8ooBoneS(oucdhionagadongad e85t nd eSS

o 0BB8osBmMEMBmAWSenzasSedBi05d
e daqasScdu

o 3038995mudonsiofoniondiirndeasled,adapd
[FreporicroncorngSaeadBsdcduangSored
D58:dcordpdmodapionisHcd

Your child should do homework every day.
They should work on large assignments over
a few days or sometimes weeks.

Not all homework is for marks. If there is
no assigned homework, your child should
review notes or read.

Bborlergionicomniidiongieads

o s8(greddodiarcBifnzigdcdi

o 2ORPMMHndNIBMMD S aNTEI006D
cvooy208600¢Tionog0r8S corea orsd g Scdu.

o 03SodiedaoBongicndimupbeeeicadiond.dudh

216100122099 S NI 1dE3 S NS 3ledRd
mmbapimdlooiadSansleongioadSedodi
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School Day Routines

o:ﬁm191€§qﬁem&boo‘ioSfxf?iél@ammoSﬁ

School Timetable cfm‘io%o$§ooﬁao1mc§ﬁ

[nqmubw»
[«mmuruun

e From Grade 7 on, when school begins, you o o:08pcogohidiagplep.dcfercSimemmcisotigionn
will get a schedule that your child must a3bonipdionsBormnpogopadigpcdi
follow. o 035001 SSindmSes:cBioncdigSeSe:c8S

e The schedule tells what time each class starts w23ldcd5E B35S @olgdBuadoogd
and where classrooms are. Teachers help ouperonaddéad:BiangioiasSonigpedippadi
students to understand the schedule.

Questions to Ask Your Child At the oo‘i:br?ﬁcowmoﬁogﬁf8m1m503§c§?ﬁ§161@c356
End Of a SChOOI Day ........................................................

o 1TB00168161320:0003 DD
e What happened at school today? s sobugbpcSimogonciosldld

e Did your teacher give you a paper for me?
e What did you like best today?
e Did you have fun?

o omfichodicommbagbmdonisidmoniigiodiogicdd
o oéusdigongmsel

o cow3doinmBismmbaoiegncdd

e  What do you have for homework?
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School Day Routines

2
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e  Your child should use a clock, not the sun, to

know when to go to bed and get up.

e Sometimes, schools might be closed or
school buses might not run if the weather is
bad. Listen for the morning weather report

o $8(031070355565,00616105.corm
9B pslosisoimnosicommdonsdmsncobgdedi.

o 00§085,08m,dorigiddigongindealepdorcdoniond
6031718ﬁmcémﬁ&ooqwzﬁxgammo’ﬁ;ﬁc&.&mﬁb\
‘1{8;5mc:\'nosrg&mgﬁm1813c01393>§03503<ﬂ']¢3u\3w}1

e Ifyour child has a fever or a disease that
other students could catch, like measles or

chicken pox, keep the child at home.

o  Take your child to the dentist every six
months.

e Have your child’s eyes tested every year.

e Take your child for a checkup with the

doctor every year.

on the radio or TV. cdigongionopglsponay.
Health oria3banba35q)

o $80Si08ieoneia8S:onlalcnnb oS3 8emorsd
098 ¢iong:8(measles) oric85adl(chicken pox)opd
0005 §5YB B80S 03B

o 3:005588:0000552095 0pcdlonogorcn

o Mepis8205§08:5 53150000

o 03:35%:55M03:588a8:0005520q P merpisdieaBigd

o0
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School Programs

There are programs in schools and
communities to help young children get
ready for kindergarten.

If children have not been able to go to school

in their countries, there are literacy classes to
help them fill the gaps in their education.

o oNRSorioadSdsd 3 qodoimgiogbonedaoime
101820585:00835 Bt 805 e8¢ S S

o 833;500(9,5om@oé@o%ﬁooSQﬁmelcSm&ooﬁmﬁmﬁ
§§c\'>8c\‘7ﬁ:;3§m13:>bapﬁmelogwﬁsaﬁcmmewn@bapﬁ
e@loo'ic&ugc\m@oﬁcriﬁm?maﬁog@ﬁ §§c\31.

Special Programming

If a student does not achieve well in grades
1 to 5, special programming is available
to assist the student in catching up and
succeeding.

If the school asks for special programming
for your child, you should ask WHY. The
purpose is to help your child catch up.

If special testing is required, you will be
asked to sign consent forms. The testing
is necessary and will assist the school in
correctly assessing your child.

oofBosiojpcdiad

o BBoommaricicdedigioocdnadbaned
MHaB:0:085 cvronoBopagddichigh,00i)d
oiapcdisdadSdcnmeencodapdogiaddosiercdzaoodiyy
BragnonieaSighcdu

o c030n8giecnpdadageicBonicoont
Eﬁmﬁoﬁpc&aSm&?ﬁ,§@1:ﬁ@ﬁm§e§1@cﬁ®§§§m<‘o
.5.005?5C\:ﬁog%@%ogzg:mewn.;.@wmiwsﬁooﬁemgmqlz
w8igdcd

o Bigi3ScoonRidichiBeaBighson
aoﬁooﬁe@m)@mm@cé&pﬁmﬁq§§c31.oaﬁg:b:§§
e cBid5dcnmeonadElBimeinisBorbogiondelspcd
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School Programs

apecoiddodioq

Provincial Tests

In Alberta, provincial tests are in the spring

of Grades 6, 9 and 12.

The Grade 9 test marks help decide the
student’s high school courses.

The Grade 12 test marks are used for college
entrance.

Marks of 75% or higher mean that your
child has more academic options.

cﬁﬁqﬁm‘i&b:

o (Alberta)@5{108ﬁmﬁ&:bzc%ﬁbzﬁcm(spring)
:caao1mo%‘ico1q1oa,q1u?o%1,§d313:oaaé5031000§§$C\31.
ooﬁ&:b:@e:quléo&(bogﬁooﬁewnmm
ao1<?>8(§8@<73108(7§c68®5®1m09§61c36§§c&.

ooﬁg:&:x;;e:cmqlmaééo&ooﬁmﬁaas&mmﬁm%&&gﬁ
88 igodu

0058:b:xae:éaécbﬁeﬂ:mwtg:aqzagsﬁ
2280p8¢10582358: 00l curce B aycodss|
85onapicoonieicdandieadighcdi.

Each year a student progresses from grade
to grade.

Teachers look at report cards and provincial
tests to make course plans with you and
your child.

m‘ia?zoSﬁa'ao&

o m$§Q?S?Srégoom@o%los08§m1m0818:aqm031§§c\31.
. @mqﬁa}ﬁoﬁoﬁ(@ﬁé&@cx':So&g]g:ogﬁmﬁg:b:@aezgzam

O?)S:D(B:g:§1§:§8C\'}1mqﬁ0}1&580086103(\31§8@85§§C81.
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Assessments

Written assessments (writing assignments
and exams)

Oral assessments

Group work

Presentations

Peer assessments (student assess each other)

Self-evaluations (students assess their
own work)

oN206208:c000 Y (018:d: 0000t 0y2)
o¥o06208:00100:85

ooterosicoing)
olmncApdosigiosioq
038238208:c8500:002 0%

§ionoizeodiandandicdiopion:

Expectations

Students are not ranked in the classroom.
Teachers do not compare children in the
classroom.

Teachers ask students to achieve to the best
of their ability and a little beyond.

<'§8mo§m§oooéf>cSlaSsaocgﬁcmo%’tg{lwﬁ.(ﬁoaqﬁ
05350 (B3B8 cocAiqond.
03o0qdonsdedB8:d o3 8merost

o §loneizacsioporindeddequanoionddd
BSononiuSo8Seoneiesl §18551:000812350 5.
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Assessments

0212062082

o Il

o  All of Alberta has a standard curriculum.
It is completed in 12 years of school.

e  All children are expected to take English,
social studies, sciences, mathematics,
Physical Education and optional courses.

e Children are expected to be competent in
that level of the curriculum for each year.
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e You will receive report cards several times
each year. They have marks and comments
from the teacher about your child. If you
have questions, contact the school.

e Talk to your child about the report card.
Then sign it and send it back to the school
if your school requires this.

e At the end of June, you will receive a copy
of the final report card.
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Graduation
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e In senior high school each course is worth

credits. Graduating students must have at
least 100 credits. This means they must take
25-30 courses over three years.
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e  Courses include English, social studies, mopusglosiercdmandd jg-304pcS

sciences, math, physical education, o ofle182moBN050p5ds58 055 s,
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College and University
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¢  Students can complete the high school o BBonsdergioni§odSoAaSadasSamdaotapeooiadad,eom
diploma requirements at high school or as o 850585 1000w B:en51d 011000195 81008000 D
adults at a community college. &

e Students need at least a 70% average in o 0SiB5d38mudmergicsioiadSey(qo)

five academic subjects for college entrance. gronooneocddadion,coma8S b8y b Beadispcdi
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Graduation

¢ College and university fees cost several .
thousand dollars. Textbooks and other
materials are also very expensive.

¢ Students can work part-time and go to o
school part-time. Students can also apply
for scholarships and loans.
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Careers

e In Canada, all careers are valued. Trades .
courses and professional courses are studied
at college.

e Trades certificates are often earned on

the job. °

o  Trade professionals are well respected and
well paid.
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Resources
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Compiled by Lynn Farrugia

Barron S, A ] Allot, K Ewers, E Larkin, ] Okell, A Swain, K VanBik and S M Yin. 2007. “Refugees from Burma,
Their Backgrounds and Refugee Experiences.” Washington, DC: Center for Applied Linguistics. Also available
at http://www.culturalorientation.net/learning/populations/burmese (accessed August 13, 2014). This is a
multifaceted monograph of the Karen refugee experience in the US.

Cummins, J. 2001. “Bilingual Children’s Mother Tongue: Why Is It Important for Education?” Sprogforum 7,
no 19 (February): 15-20. An article from Professor Cummins of the University of Toronto encouraging the
continuing development of a child’s first language to support the development of the child’s learning of English.

Hill, ] D, and K M Flynn. 2006. Classroom Instruction That Works with English Language Learners. 1st ed.
Alexandria, VA: ASCD.

How Can a Boy. 2012. Produced and written by Jane Gurr. Documentary. Ottawa: Kublacom Pictures. Additional
information on the film may be obtained by contacting the producer at jane.gurr@sympatico.ca. If the film
cannot be accessed, the trailer is worth watching at howcanaboy.com

Neiman, A, E Soh and P Sutan. 2008. “Karen Cultural Profile.” EthnoMED website. http://ethnomed.org/culture/
karen/karen-cultural-profile (accessed October 12, 2014).

This monograph gives a view of life in Burma and in the Thai camps, with a specific focus on health issues. It came
from a roundtable discussion with the Karen community in Seattle and Minnesota.

Smeaton, D M. 1887. The Loyal Karens of Burma. London: Kegan Paul, Trench & Company.

This book traces the history of the Karen people, describes their life in Burma and recounts some cultural tales and
their contact with Christian beliefs.

The Karen people: culture, faith and history, Published by the Karen Buddhist Dhamma Dhutta Foundation © 2010,
2011 http://www.karen.org.au/docs/Karen_people_booklet.pdf, (accessed October 12, 2014)
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